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Kathe’s Kids Get the Gift of Home

Spring fi nally came to Central Ohio. April’s 
many showers got the grass growing again. 
April also brought the Furniture Bank a 
generous outpouring of fundraising support. For 
the seventh straight year, Big Lots presented 
a tremendously successful fundraiser for our 
benefi t. Big Lots and their vendor family helped 
the Furniture Bank raise over $1 million to 
serve a record number of families in 2011. 

May brings fl owers and a very special day 
on the calendar. Mother’s Day reminds us to 
celebrate the mom in all of our families. Here at 
the Furniture Bank, we celebrate moms every 
day. In the 12 months ending in April, we served 
1,283 single moms struggling to provide beds 
and other basics for their kids. That’s over 100 
single moms a month!

Meanwhile, our budding dresser building project 
promises to erupt into full bloom soon. Much 
like the successful table assembly program, our 
dresser building project continues to attract new 
volunteers. 

Our grassroots outreach efforts are growing, 
too. Visit our website or use the enclosed 
envelope to sign up for e-newsletters. Contact 
us to fi nd out how to distribute door hangers 
to encourage furniture donations in your 
neighborhood.

Hope springs eternal every day at the Furniture 
Bank. We are grateful to our family of donors 
and volunteers for continuing to make that 
possible for thousands of Central Ohio families 
in need. 

May means Mother’s Day, and there are mothers 
all over Central Ohio struggling to provide for their 
families. Kathe is actually a grandmother-turned-
mother again after being granted full custody of 
her three young grandchildren. Kathe was thrilled 
to take care of the kids, but she could not afford 
all of their furniture needs.

A Head Start caseworker sponsored a visit to the 
Furniture Bank so Kathe could acquire adequate 
furniture for her expanded family. She was 

extremely grateful for the opportunity. “I cried, I was so overwhelmed by their kindness,” 
said Kathe. “Everyone was so nice and helpful. The point system was easy, and I was 
delighted by how generous they were.”

Kathe takes pride in the gift of home she was able to provide her grandchildren 
thanks to the items she received from the Furniture Bank. When you donate to the 
Furniture Bank of Central Ohio, your gift brings joy and relief to families throughout our 
community. With your help, we can ensure that no child will sleep on the fl oor.

Save the Date: June 20, 2011
Volunteer Participation Celebration!

It’s not easy turning thousands of empty houses into homes every year. It would be fl at out impossible 
if not for volunteers. In 2010 volunteers dedicated over 11,000 hours of time furthering the Furniture 
Bank mission. And this has been time well spent! Our volunteer ranks have helped do everything 
you can imagine and then some. From building tables to planning events to managing inventory, our 
talented volunteer corps has stepped up whenever and wherever duty has called. 

Get Your Furniture Bank Newsletter Faster Online
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Who will be recognized as the 2010 volunteer of the year? If you get the Red 

Chair times through the mail only, you will have to wait until August to fi nd 

out. Want to know sooner? Sign up to receive the e-version of the newsletter 

online! Get monthly organizational updates sent right to your e-mailbox. Save 

a tree, save a stamp—and save the suspense! 
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STAY CONNECTED

In March, 36 Limited Brands associates assembled kitchen tables right in their 
Columbus offi ce buildings for Furniture Bank client families. The volunteers built nearly 
30 tables, which Central Ohio families are now enjoying in their homes. 

Limited Brands associate Dottie Martin is one of the volunteers that loved helping the 
Furniture Bank of Central Ohio. “Working with the Furniture Bank reminded me of so 
many things that we take for granted,” said Martin. “Other people don’t even have 
something as simple as a kitchen table. How humbling that is?”

In November Limited Brands associates went to the Furniture Bank and assembled 
tables, stocked and organized houseware donations, and assisted staff by delivering 
furniture to client homes. Another group 
volunteered in early May.

“Limited Brands volunteers are always 
motivated, energetic and a pleasure to work 
with. They are interested in learning more about 
the Furniture Bank’s mission and eager to fi nd 
more ways to help further our cause,” said Sean 
Becker, Community Relations Manager at the 
Furniture Bank of Central Ohio. 

Limited Employees Leave Desks 
to Make Tables



Giviton.com Users Get 
Deals and Donate
Looking for great deals on local products and 
services? Look no further—giviton.com has 
arrived! Shop giviton.com and a portion of the 
proceeds support the Furniture Bank of Central 
Ohio. Check out their website at  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.giviton.com/” http://www.giviton.com/ 
to search for deals.

Also, if you shop at Kroger, don’t forget to enroll 
in their Community Rewards program. Sign up 
online at http://www.kroger.com/mykroger/Pages/
community_rewards.aspx or visit your local 
Kroger store for more information.

Furniture Bank wins 
OANO Award

Big Hearts SponsorsCorporate Support Sustains Families

The Ohio Association of Nonprofi t 
Organizations (OANO) awarded the Furniture Bank of 
Central Ohio a 2011 Award for Excellence for the table 
assembly program implemented in 2010.

The award comes courtesy of some key partners. First, 
generous donations of particle board from Sauder 
Woodworking made the table assembly program 
possible. A timely Ingram-White Castle Foundation grant 
helped purchase parts and supplies. Next, our regular 
volunteers who helped cut the parts and refi ne the table 
design kicked the program into gear. Finally, hundreds of 
volunteers from around the country made those parts into 
tables for families.

Although the award honors the Furniture Bank of Central Ohio, it recognizes 
the hard work, generosity, and community spirit of the partners and 
volunteers who make the furniture assembly program a continuing success 
story. Thanks to everyone involved, these tables have helped turn thousands 
of empty houses into homes.

Big Hearts for Empty Houses moved event locations this year, but the result was the same: an 
amazing outpouring of support for the Furniture Bank of Central Ohio, led by presenting sponsor Big Lots.

In addition to the dozens of volunteers who made the evening a night to remember, the Furniture Bank of 
Central Ohio would like to thank the entire Big Lots organization and their family of vendor partners.

On behalf of the staff, our agency partners, and especially our client families, thank you for your generous 
support as we turn all of those empty houses into homes.

OANO
Award of Excellence

Presenting Sponsor
Big Lots

Platinum Sponsors
Ameriwood Industries
Limited Brands Foundation
ProLogis
Sauder
Serta Mattress Company
The Columbus Foundation
United Furniture Industries, Inc.
Unyson Logistics / Hub Group

Gold Sponsors
AEP Ohio
Columbia Gas of Ohio
Pepsi Cola North America
Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease

Silver Sponsors
Building Air Services, Inc.
Butler Home Products / Bradshaw
Cincinnati Bell Technology Solutions
Coca Cola
COKeM International
Encore Gourmet Food Corporation
Everstar Merchandise Co., Ltd.
Gear Head LLC
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Hong Kong GMS
KPMG
Midwest Textile & Home Products Assoc.
Nantong Lu-Ri Trading Co.
Oriental World Supplies Inc.
PNC Bank 
Rug Doctor Inc.
SKL
Sterilite Corporation

Bronze Sponsors
Abercrombie & Fitch
Active Media
American Greetings Corporation
Anchor Hocking
Arc International
Arden Companies
Ashley Furniture Industries
BASS Security Services, Inc.
BIC Corporation
BP Industries Inc.
Brentwood Originals
Bricker & Eckler LLP
Campbell Hornbeck Chilcoat & Veatch
Char-Broil
City Lighting Products
The Closeout Group Inc.
Coby Electronics
Colonial Life - UNUM Group
Columbia Frame
CoMPANY

Cosco Container Lines Americas, Inc.
Cramco Inc.
Creative Converting
Creative Kids Far East Inc.
Crystal Art Gallery
Cy Hung Trading LTD
DeMahy Labrador & Drake, PA
Designs Direct LLC
Edaron, Inc.
Edward Hecht Importers
Ellery Homestyles, LLC
Ernst & Young
Express, Inc.
CSD Express, Inc.
Deloitte & Touche USA LLP
Enterprise Rent-A-Truck
ESI Cases  & Accessories
Fantas Eyes, Inc.
Fifth Third Bank
Flexon Industries
Flower City Printing
Foley & Lardner LLP
Franklin Corporation
Frost Brown Todd LLC
G & S Metal Products Co. Inc.
Garden Meadow
Grange Insurance
Great Neck Saw Manufacturers
Haight Brown & Bonesteel
Hartz Mountain Corp
Hauck Fun for Kids
Hawker Powersource Inc.
Holiday Times/Pumpkin Pie Foundation
Hong Kong Wision
Hopkins Mfg Corp.
Hotan Corporation
Huntington National Bank
IBM
ICA Home Decor
Igloo Coolers
Illumetek Corp / Jim & Dana Pulk
In Home Industrial
Initiative Worldwide
Intercontinental Art, Inc.
Intelligrated
Intex Recreation Corp.
Jackson Lewis LLP
Jesse Marketing Assocs. (Sun Pine)
Jetmax International Ltd.
JM Manufacturing
Kids Only
Kids Station
Landair
LB International, Inc.
Liting Universal
Liu Bao Glass Manufacturing Co.
Loretta Lee Limited
Lotta Luv
Maison Rouge Decor Inc.
Becky & Phil Mallott

Manley Toys
McKee Foods Corp / Little Debbie
MEG
Mega Brands
Menasha Corp
Millennium Gifts
Minhou Minxig Weaving
MiTac Digital (Magellan GPS)
Momentive Specialty Chemicals
Morgan Home Fashions
MSRF Inc.
MVP Group International
Nationwide
NEQ Group
Ningbo K & B Home Products
Numark
NYK Logistics
Offi  ce Max
Ohio Capital Corporation for Housing
Pactiv
R.M. Palmer
Parfums De Couer Ltd.
Paris Presents
Pet Brands, Inc.
Polygroup Limited
Product Design Canopy
R & F Marketing
Rail Delivery Service
Ralcorp Holdings, Inc.
Reliance Trading & IJK
Round Tripping LTD
S. Lichtenberg & Co.
Sanford Gold & Company
SAP Industries, Inc.
Schottenstein, Zox & Dunn
Scotts Miracle Grow Company 
Siemens
Standard Furniture
Sunjoy Industries Group Limited
Superior Nut Co., Inc.
Sure Fit, Inc.
Technical Chemical
Tempo Products, LLC (Fabrics)
Teters / The Creative Connection Ltd.
TGF Management Group Holdco, Inc.
The Lindy Bowman Co.
The Mazel Company
Toll Logistics
United Pet Group
United Solutions
Victoria Classics
Vivitar a Sakar
Waste Management
Faith Williams & David Holliday
Jennie & Mark Wilson
Vertis Communications
Wiesner Products
Jacki & Stan Yenkin
Zaff era
Zest Garden

The funds 

generated by this 

event will allow 

us to provide free 

furniture to over 

4,200 families 

in 2011. 


